
March 4, 2024

Dear Oakland City Council President Bas, Councilmember Kalb, and the Rules Committee,

We are writing to you today because it is our understanding that The Rules Committee is

responsible for assigning work to the other Oakland City Council committees. We request that

Council’s Community and Economic Development (CED) Committee schedule a “Public

Hearing/ study session” on the Port of Oakland Airport’s proposed expansion project. The

Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) was issued by the Port of Oakland in July 2023 and it

outlines a project including 1,000 new parking spaces and a third terminal netting 16 additional

passenger gates to the existing 29.

We feel that a public hearing/ study session would be positive in that it would “daylight” the

proposed development. Although the Port is the lead agency responsible for CEQA compliance,

the City Council has a responsibility to address the massive local and global impact this

proposed project would have and take a leading role in protecting community well-being. The

informational hearing/ study session would give Council members an opportunity to study and

hear testimony about the proposed expansion, the Draft Environmental Impact Report, and the

considerable amount of public response received during the California Environmental Quality

Act (CEQA) public comment period that ended October 16th, 2023. Public response included

letters from public agencies, organizations, and over 1,100 individuals.

The public response to the DEIR has focused on concern over a development project that would

increase air pollution burden on frontline Environmental Justice (EJ) communities of color who

are already overburdened by health disparities, increase global warming emissions, and

increase noise pollution for those living under flight paths. East Oakland and other

neighborhoods near the airport have been historically and continuously exposed to pollution,

dramatically impacting the health and well-being of residents. Pouring public money into

expanding the airport, fueling air pollution, noise pollution, and climate crisis, not only harms

residents, but also increases the risk of airport flooding due to climate caused sea level rise, and
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https://www.oaklandairport.com/terminal-development-meeting-materials/comments-from-public-agencies/
https://www.oaklandairport.com/terminal-development-meeting-materials/comments-from-organizations/
https://www.oaklandairport.com/terminal-development-meeting-materials/comments-from-individuals/


diverts scarce resources away from sustainable transportation projects and is inconsistent with

Oakland's long term environmental and community planning/strategies.

Thank you for your immediate attention,

Communities For A Better Environment (CBE)

Asian Pacific Environmental Network (APEN)

HOPE Collaborative

SEIU-USWW

Youth Vs. Apocalypse (YvA)

Sunrise Bay Area

California Interfaith Power & Light
Elder Climate Action, NorCal Chapter

350 Bay Area

350 San Francisco

350 Seattle

1000 Grandmothers for Future Generations

Bay Area - System Change not Climate Change

Environmental Justice Advocates of the First Unitarian Church of Oakland

Extinction Rebellion San Francisco Bay Area

Interfaith Climate Action Network of CCC

No Coal In Oakland

Oakland Heritage Alliance

Oil and Gas Action Network

Peace and Freedom Party, Alameda County Chapter

Railroad Workers United

Regional Asthma Management & Prevention (RAMP)

Save Our Skies East Bay (SOSEB)

San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social Responsibility

Scientist Rebellion, San Francisco Bay area

San Leandro 2050 (SL2050)

Sierra Club San Francisco Bay Chapter

Stop OAK Expansion Coalition

Sunflower Alliance

West Oakland Environmental Indicators Project
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https://www.cbecal.org/
https://apen4ej.org/
https://www.hopecollaborative.net/
https://www.seiu-usww.org/airport/
https://www.youthvsapocalypse.org/
https://sunrisebayarea.org/
https://www.interfaithpower.org/
https://www.eldersclimateaction.org/norcal/
https://350bayarea.org/
https://350bayarea.org/350-san-francisco
https://350seattle.org/
https://www.1000grandmothers.com/
https://systemchangenotclimatechange.org/
https://uuoakland.org/
https://extinctionrebellionsfbay.org/
https://www.interfaithccc.org/programs/ican/
https://nocoalinoakland.info/
https://www.oaklandheritage.org/
https://oilgasaction.org/
https://peaceandfreedom.us/component/tags/tag/alameda-county
https://www.railroadworkersunited.org/
https://rampasthma.org/
https://soseastbay.org/
https://www.sfbaypsr.org/
https://xrsfscientists.org/
https://www.sl2050.org/
https://www.sierraclub.org/sfbay
https://www.stopoakexpansion.org/
https://www.sunflower-alliance.org/
https://woeip.org/

